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Duke edges 
Central Florida 
to earn Sweet 16 


Top-seeded Blue Devils escape Central 
Florida’s upset bid, hold on for 77-76 
win in tournament classic. In Sports 


Mueller leaves obstruction issue to attorney general 


Kevin Johnson, Bart Jansen 
and Kristine Phillips 
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Robert Mueller’s investigation did not 
find evidence President Donald Trump 
or members of his campaign conspired 
with Russia’s efforts to sway the 2016 
election, delivering a boost to the presi- 
dent in a case that has shadowed his ad- 
ministration since its first days. 

But the special counsel’s report 
leaves “unresolved whether the presi- 
dent’s actions and intent could be 
viewed as obstruction,” Attorney Gener- 
al William Barr said in a letter to Con- 
gress delivered Sunday. 

“While this report does not conclude 
that the president committed a crime, 
it also does not exonerate him” on 
whether he obstructed justice, Mueller 


Attorney General William 
Barr’s letter to Congress 
summarizing special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s 
report. AP 


said in the report, according to Barr’s COMPLETE COVERAGE 
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reach a conclusion on obstruction, Barr 
wrote that the ultimate decision was left 
to him, adding that he and Deputy At- 


See REPORT, Page 3A 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Investigation 
reshapes 
landscape 


See the full text of the 
attorney general’s four- 
page letter to Congress. 


Key conclusions, 
reaction, analysis, history 
of the investigation and 
what lies ahead. 


INSIDE 


Lawmakers on both sides 
stake their positions 

as the legal crosses 

into the political. 3A 
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WASHINGTON - Special counsel Rob- 
ert Mueller, whose investigation in large 
part has defined the first half of President 
Trump’s tenure, was spied in front of the 
White House Sunday morning as he and 
his wife walked across Lafayette Square 
toward St. John’s Episcopal Church. 

The former FBI director looked, final- 
ly, relaxed. 

That wasn’t exactly the impact his 
long-awaited and confidential report 
had on the rest of official Washington. 
On Sunday, as Attorney General William 
Barr delivered the “principal conclu- 
sions” of the report to Congress, Repub- 


See ANALYSIS, Page 3A 


ay 
Special counsel Robert Mueller leaves St. John’s Episcopal Church across from the White House Attorney General 
after attending morning services Sunday in Washington. CLIFF OWEN/AP 


does not conclude 
that the President 
committed a crime, 
it also does not 
exonerate him.’ ” 
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William Barr’s letter 
to lawmakers 


‘An illegal takedown that failed’ 


Michael Collins and John Fritze 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - President Donald 
Trump claimed vindication from a sum- 
mary made public Sunday of Robert 
Mueller’s investigation into Russian in- 
terference in the 2016 election. 

“It was a complete and total exoner- 
ation,” the president said as he boarded 


Trump called the investigation an 
“illegal takedown that failed.” 

Mueller’s inquiry did not find evi- 
dence that Trump or members of his 
campaign conspired with Russia’s ef- 
forts to sway the 2016 election, but it left 
unresolved whether Trump’s actions 
and intent could be viewed as obstruc- 
tion of justice, Attorney General William 
Barr said in a letter to Congress. 


3 > . 
we President Donald Trump speaks to 
BECRYRICT2018 reporters briefly about the special f 
USA TODAY, counsel’s report before boarding Air 
Gannett Co. ne Force One on Sunday in West Palm 
Beach, Fla., on his way back to 


Washington. CAROLYN KASTER/AP 


Air Force One in Palm Beach, Florida, en “While this report does not conclude 
route to Washington. that the president committed a crime, it 

“It’s a shame that our country had to also does not exonerate him” on wheth- 
go through this,” Trump said. “To be er he obstructed justice, Mueller said in 
honest, it’s a shame that your president 
has had to go through this.” 
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